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From an findependent Standpoint
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eI HIS Congress opens a brand new volume in
the history of the Tinited States. 0Old things
have passed away. Since Appomattox 8 gen-
eration has gone. All the great civil and mil-
taty leaders of that epoch are dead. The
questiong that for half a century divided

rties, inundating the nation with blood, and con-

alsing it long afterward, are crystalllzed in statutes
¢ settled by the logic or State

ghte, the aggro, reconstruction, the erime of '73, the
thieft of the Presidency, greenbacks, the tariff, govern-
ment by injunetion, free coinage of silver, are no more.
The cock's thrill, shrill clarion or the echoing horn
may perhaps hereafter rouse them from their lowly
“biad, but not before the end of McKinley's second term,

In their place appears the gold standard, monopo-
Hes, the Nicaragua Canal, Cuba, insular possessions,
:olonial dependencies, the war In the Philippines,
world competition and commercial supremacy. This,

of events, extinet.

g0 far as discloged, is the programme of the twentieth
century, in which Congress has the Initiative. It is not
wanting in the stimulus of novelty, nor in opportunity
for statesmanship, <elogquence in debalte, and
leadership. TIf there be any mute, inglorious Websaters
or Patrick Henrys in the Senate or Housge, let them
now speak out or forever after hold thelir peace. They
need be mute and Inglorious no longer. The occasion
fs here. The country is impatlent to hear from them.
But the toiling milliona will not be content with tire-
compilations from cyclopedias, nor dillgent
threshings of last year's straw ricks. They have had
surfeit of cheap rhetoric and stage thunder. They
want the real thing. Destiny, which punctuates his-
tory with its surprises, stood with traglc mask at the
threshold of the Senate,

The Vice-President was dead. At the portals of the
House its:gardonic visage wore an inscrutable smile.
Reed was not Speaker. No man ever loved power and
prominence and publicily more than Reed, They were
ineense and intoxication to him. Ife was surrounded
by a phalanx of cholr bovs swinging incense and
flunkeys bearing flagons, who disturbed his equillbrium,
He forgot that politics is the science of compromises.
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For gome reason, or for no reason, possibly from con-

viction, perhaps fromr revenge, he began to put him-
self against the measures of his party and the policies
of the Administration. He did not measure accurately
the strength and momentum of the forces with which
he was contending. He wag like a whaler caught in
the ice pack of polar seas. The slow, eilent, relentless,
irresistible masses clogse in, and the voyage ls ended.
If any student 6f human passions believes that Reed
really prefers the dull, obscure routine of a lawyer's
office to the splendid fame, opportunity and power of
the Speakership, he is too green to burm

This session of Congress will be speelally interesting
and Important beecause it will formulate the Issues of
the coming Presidential campaign and lay out the lines
a7 battle between Republicanism and Democracy. Both
parties will play for position, and each will try to put
the other in a hole.

New times, it Is sald, demand new manners anf new
men, but rot here. The political history of the United
States has moved from the beginning, and will move
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ta the end, in.-a narrow orbit' defined by the confliet
between two theorles of the Constitution. Whatever
the issues, war, peace, finance, expansion, Imperialism,
these are the Hmits. Bometimes will prevatl,
sometimes the other, according to the mood and tem-
per of the people. If fatigued or dubious, they put
on the brakes. When alert, buoyant and sanguive they
open the throttle and give her sand, One theory is
that of the doctrinaire who regards government as a
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fixed problem, in which all details and methods are to
be dadjudged by strict construction’ of the express
grants of power in the Constitution. This is De-
meoecrayy. The other theory I thit of the practical
politician, who sees that in the complex and constantly
changing incidents of a nation’s daily life the applica-
tion of predetermined conceptions is impracticable, and
that he iz wigest who adapts himself to measiires that
are momentarily fit, leaving ¢guestions of ethles sub-
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Ject to considerations of public welfare to take care of
themselves, This is Republicanism,

The Republican party has been in power close upon
forty years. It has made mistakes, Tt has had some
tough leaders, some squalid bosses, Tt has occasionally
conceded too much to popular errors, Now and then
the people have got vexed and kicked the stuffing out
of it. But the estrangement has only beéen casual and
temporary., The majority has been with iL, is with it
stlll, and is likely to remain with it for an indefinite
time to come. The causes of the prodigious vitality
of the Republican party are not far to seek. 1t has
great reapect for the Constitution, but Is not afraid of
it. If the Constitution stands across the path of ihe
people, why g0 much the worse for the Constitution.
If it wants to abolish slavery, or make paper money
legal tender, it finds the way. If there are no prece-
dents it makes them. It wastes no time for reverie.
It is strictly up to date, and 'ready for all emergencies.
It cares nothing for consistency. 1L is not deterred
from taking a certain course to-day because it pursued
another yesterday. Sufficient unto to-morrow I8 the
evil thereof.

The passage of the Gold Standard Currency bill by
the House was a striking example of the habits and
methods of the Republican party. 1t had boxed the
compass on the money question. Tt created the lagal
tender greenback and provided for the resumption of
specie payments. For ten years it carried on a des-
perate flirtatlon with silver, and then, at the end, voted
for the single gold standard with enthusiastic unan-
imity, reinforced by eleven Democrats, wisich required
herofsm. It may not be so short and easy in the Sen-
ate, where the procedure is medianeval, but the result
will be the same, and the people will say Amen. The
man who aims at nothing always hits it, and this ap-
pears to be the predicament of the DéMmocrats. They
have no affirmative poliey.

Whatever the Republicans are for, ihey are against,
and for-that reason they voted in the negative on the
gold standard without offering an amendment for free
silver. In opposing expansion, the enlargement of our
national bounderles either by purchase or conquest,
they are acting in despite of the greatest names on
their {llustrlious roster, and slurring the traditions of
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If the Republicans in Congress have a wa:
thelr armorit is on the subjeet of trusts and mo
The message of the President shows how s
the question has engaged public attention., Th
Jority is narrow, and the encroachments of the 1
power are sirenuous and subtle, The people de
radical and aggressive but just legislation. For fa
the party in power will be held respansible, The 3
ent Anti-Trust law i= a curlous illustration of the
accuracies of history. 1t ig generally Known as .
“Sherman Act,” and {8 popularly supposed to hay
been drawn by the wenerable statesman from Ohlo.
The original bHll was reported by Mr. Sherman from
the Committee .on Finance. It was dchated for several
days in the Senate, and found to be =0 defective that
it was rather unceremoniously referred (o the Comamit-
tee on the Judiciary, where Mr. Edmunds, the chalr
man, took it in hand and reporied the measure axactie
as it now stands in the statute book. Tt was 1
sneered at for a while as a tub to a whale, but ¢’
cent decislon of the Supreme Court shows that it
of the most profound and far-reaching enactms
modern times. JOHN J, ING*

.t ciits off debate, . A 1

~from a Democratic Standpoint

_ﬂ'E Repulﬁll'e_;;m atre In control of all the
branches of the Govermment. They possess
the power to do whatever they wish to do.
That they will exercise this power broadly
or generously Is hardly within the hounds of
reasonable bellef. How narrow or how in-

ifferent to the weltarsa of the public it may be
‘emains to ba seen, T believe the theorles of the Repub-
llean party, especially under its Hannaized leadprship,
are dangerous in tendency and must prove hurtful in
practice. So, as It appears to me, its great antagonist,
the Democratic party, cught to contend against it
“alilantly, over every inch of the ground which it must
cross to aceomplish its bad purposes.

Even as T write, in the Hhuse the Republicans are
eating up their own words, and proving thelr lack of
gincerity or ‘thelrinstabillty, or both, In theéii advocacy
«f their single-gold-standard, bond-buying, national-

ank-trust breedipg bill. They rely confidently upon

neir ability to carry thiz measure through the House

ad the Senate, because orders to support it have been
{ssped by Lthelr masters, and those to whoin tliese or-
ders have been issued are *'not to reason why,” but to
ohey.

Many ma_terd of greatest interest and Importance
must come before the Fifty-sixth Congress during its
present sessipn; perhaps some of even greater interest
<ad importance. pressing now for consideration, may

kept out untdl after the next general election. For
must not be forgotten by any one who speculaies
cerning the course of the Republican party that its
t and ever-ablding thought is of itself; its next (if
two thouglits are not, in fact, fractions of the same
ught) Is for the mighty aggmregations of wealth and
fiege, rohbed of which it would be impotent, unless
‘ganized upon lines with which its Hannas are
ecquainted; later, and often not at all, the general

puhli'c recelves & passing thought.

I have said often that I believe aggressiveness should
characterize the Democracy to-a degree unknown since
the memorable campalgn of 1886, ' Our people are ear-
nest In their bellefs and naturally brave in battling for
them. They are Democrats becauge they believe in the
principles of the party to which they are attached.
They bellieve their party is right, and it is their party
because they belleve it is right, They look upon poll-
ties ag warfare, with reason and consclence, instead of
force, the weapons. Full of courage and devotion them-
gelves, they expect the Democrats who are to the front
in trying times like those of to-day to be brave and
devoted, too. Nothing so stira their blood and fires
their hearts ag the sounds of sturdy blows, struck for
their rights and their faith, by those whom they have
honored with the opportunity to  strike for them.
Later on, when thelr opportunity comes, they will be
in the thick eof the fight, revelling in the willd but
wholesome enthusiasm thet honest conflict always
arouses. But now, we who are in Congress, facing. the
responsibilities of the hour, and keeping In view the
momentous issues that will divide the parties in 1900,
and reallzing how we may add strength to our column
by the due exercise of judgment and courage upon the
floors of Senale and House, and not forgetting that, by
timidity or lack of wisdom, we may =acrifica those far
Befter than ourselves. and hurt seriously, if not fatally.
the sacred cause of the people—we cannot be too care-
ful or industrious in our endeavors to know the right
of things as they come up, or may be brought up, for
discuszion or action, or too vallant in assalling the
wrong o in defending the right, We are upon the
skiymish Jline of 1900, and no good oppartunity for en-
giglng the enemy’s oytposts should pass unimproved.

It is & fact that, In the Democratic party in Congress
as well as outside of Congress, there is not completa
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havmony of opinion upen-all the leading questions of
the day. It ls characteristic of Democrats fo hdve
opiniong, and upon what each one for himself deems a
fit oeeasion, to express them. Individguality and regard

for the welfare of the individual citizen coystitute an
essential of Democracy, though now and then we find
gome narrow-minded fellow who is with the party, and
who may think he i3 of it, ignorant of this obvious
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Congressman from Missouri.

fact- Hence, Individual differences of apinion a"ra not
necessarily to be deplored. "When these différences are
found to-exist, a most practical question {s as to what
course shall be taken, It would seem that the jndg-
ment of the majority rather than the judgmenti of the
minority should govern. Democrats are now in a posl-
tion to consider qulte seriously the force of thie popu-
lar, Demoeratic philosophy.

I think no one can doubt that the declarations made
by the Democratic party at Chlcago in 1888 then wers
expressive of the judgment of a majority of those who
belonged to that organization, It is my belief that the
judgment of a majority of the party 1= what the Judg-
ment of the majority then was. 1 believe the majority
judgment will be unchanged when the National Demo-
cratic Convention meets fn 1900, If 50, the lines drawn
in 1896 must remain, tho:f',_.'h extended, according to the
judgment of the majority, as to the newer questions
pressging for solution.

One of these questions, though not tiew, has recelved
such Impetus by current events of the past three vears
that it must have ninch of the interest and importance
which ordinarily attaches to a question at once new
and great. Ttls the trust question.

5 4 cannot understand how a man can be a Democrat
and fail to be & foe to the trust. I hope that, upon this
issue, all who profess to belleve in the principles enun-
cinted ﬁ:y Jefferson and to be adherents of the party
which he founded will find it easy to support his party
in its gtern opposition to this modern device for wrong-
ing the people and undermining our Government,
which was founded in the belief that men have the
right to govern themselves, =5

Imperiallsm must bé a promlinent issue of the ap-
proaching campaign. Many remark it as more vital
than all the others, for, they say, mistakes in internal

policy may be corrected before great harm has ‘been
wrought, but a fundamental change in the fibre of tha

Government itself Is remediless. All must agree,
think, that, whether the Repubilic ghall conquer tas
people of «the islands of distant ssass and hpid them
with the strong arm of military power, or govern them
after the manner of the British in the management of
their colonies; must be worth serious econsideration
before a decision in the affirmative.

For ane, T regard imperialism as esssentially wrong
and inherently dangerous. 1 say “imperialism” advis
edly. Some soften the crime against liberty and fre
government, g0 well expressed by the one word “im-
parialism,” by ecalllng it “expanslon,” forgetful them-
selves, or fancying or hoping that others may be, of
what Shakespeare said about names,

No eolonial system vel explolted in the world has
harmonlized or can be made to harmonize with the’
genius of a true republic. The soul of the republic
cannot survive the test of empire, though for a con-
siderable time the form may remain go, for the republic
is antithesis of the empire. The republic Is progress in
the paths of the free; the empire is the fortress of
despotism.

That the Democratic party will contlnue to revers
the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution,
and hold fast its faith in the Republic. T cannot doubt
let others believe as they may. In this firm conviction
1 look forward without a fear to the assembling of my
party in convention next vear, confident that it will
declare in stropngest terms agalnst Imperializm.

Sharing, as I believe 1 do, the views of the majority
of my party, and confident that the views of the
majority will find clear exprezeion in its platform, no
party difficultles econfront me. What will thnse of the
party who are in the minority do? I must believe that
such of them who are sincere Demoorats, will acecept
the decision of the majority of their friends, rather
than desert their party for the Republicanism which
fo-dry bears no mark of the Lincolns of the past, but
lives, moves and has its being under the brand of
Hanna.

Certainly, a gepuine Demograt. If unable o Agrae
with hls party entirely, ought to find enough in it and
of it with which he does agree to enable 'him, with a
clear conscience and a stout heart, to fight with valor,
hope and enthusiasm against the manifold eviis of
modern Republicanism, DAVID A. DE ARMOND,

- from a WRepublican Standpoint

2100
¥ HE Fifty-sixth Congresg comes together un-
v der peculiar clreumstances, The Republican

majority {8 comimissioned by the vaice of the
people to do certain things in any event, and
ta do certaln other things If found to be wise
and Judicious.

The Fifty-sixth Congress is unlque in one respect.
been almost the universal condition that in the
-l Congressionsl period of an Administration the
+ of Representatives has been in hostility to tha
ddent incumbent. This is a cause of disappoint-
it In the matter of officers, a disappolntment to tle
sople fn the matter of legislation. A new Adminis-
Jracion coming into power is very apt to be disappolint-
I» 9 its friends, and it is not unuspal that dissatis-

mand disorganization take place in that, year,
the present instance 1 think the House of Repre-
tives of the Fifty-sixth Congregs is by far the
compact, the best mobilized for the discharge of
‘e duty that,we have had in any Congress for
«¥ ¥ears. It was remarkable that nearly twe hun-
«wl Republicans could meel in cancus and, after a
very brief, good-natured and Iinteresting diseusslon of
' financial measure ke the one just adoptnd, wote
dnimously (o pass the LI withowt amendment, And
‘as m evidenee of dlscipline where there was no
ual rallving <ery, but a simple coming together af
on and purpoge on behalf of the mombers. It sim-

«
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ply proves that the |ssues of 1900 are already made up.
The Republicans will present in this Congress a solid
front for sound money—the gold standard, and the
Demperatic minority will find themselves, as they ara
already, divided upon this question of the campaign,
and whether they will come together at any later
period remaing to be seen.

As to the things which the Republican majority has
been commissioned to do: First, and most conspicuous
of all, it has been delegated to revise the statutory
financial condition of the country; that is to say, it has
been decided by the people of the!country in the elec-
tion of MecKinley and the upholding of the platform at
St. Loufs that the unwritten law of the Treasury,
which for twenty years has paid gold upon every obll-
zation of the Government; shall be now ordersd by
Statute to continue that process. This is simply to
enacl into law the declacation of the Republican plat-
form which ordained the existing gold standard.

When Congress shall have approved of this measurs,
elther in the form It comes to the Senate or in such
form as may afterward be agreed upon, thers will be
no free and unlimited coinage of silver in this country
for the next «ight years in any event, hecause the Sen-
ate Is ahgolutely sure to be against it during that pe-
riod of pime,

Thiz measure was prepared and brought te the
House Ly g caucus committee of eleven members, T
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appointed that commitier after a great deal of study.
They covered the country from Massachusetts to Gal-
veston, They came from the great money cenires of
the East; they came from Pennsylvania, and from
Indiana of the middle West, and there were repre-
sentatives from the Paclfic slope. from the shores of
the Gulf of Mexico and from the granger States of
Kansas and Wisconsin, This measure was the product
of the unanimous voice of that commitiee, showing
conclusively that the measure is one of popular origin
and popular Inspiration.

Wihiile the Dingley bill has produced a great and
gratifying return of revenue to 1he\Treasm'y. there Is
yet, nevertheless, a demand that must be heeded, that
there shall be economy in the public expenditures,
needless pexpenditures must not be made, and many
needful things must be postponed to a later and future
day, Onur expanding trade demands the early compla-
tlon-of an interoceanic canal by one of the twn great
routes. That great work will be accomplished, and the
foundatlon for it must come of legislation in the Fifty-
sixth Congress.

As to trusts and combinations: It s my judgment,
andl I so eaid to a reporter of thls paper some days
ago. that the Sherman law of 1890, which wag a e
publican measure and which has now teen prt I
force and effectiveness by the Republic
tion, gives all the remedy needful in +

overthrow of illegal trusts and harmful trusts which
can be made by the action of Congress. This legisla-
tlon, thus-upheld by the Supremes Court, covers the
whole ground of Congressional action, and all other
laws should be enacted by the Leglslatures of the seye
eral States. I repeat what I said before: T am opposed
to any interference by Congregsional action with the
right of the States to orzanize. create, control, limit
and regulate their own corporations in their own way,
and for Congress to impair it by lmitation upon the
operation of State corporations other than that which
was enacted in the Interstate Commerce law would bs
such a violation of the right of States that It is not to
be thought of for a moment.

Our insular possessions: They will, of courss, receive
the attention of Congress, and the action whileh will
come of Congress will be along the lines of—

First, as to Cuba, the esitablishment of her inde-
pendence 85 godn as she manifests capability for self-
government, and along the lines of what is best for the
reople of Porto Rico and the Philippines, coupled wit
a constant eye as to what is most profitable. most w
and patriotic in the eyss of the American people
for their interest insist that those countries
= papte th they were contiguous a
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